
Stamford High School English Summer Reading 2022 

Spend time reading a good book this summer. The list below provides some suggestions. Click on an image in the 

bookshelf or scroll down in this document to learn more about the books. 

 
We have provided suggestions for inspiration, but feel free to choose a title that does not appear on the list. Chat with 

your friends, parents, teachers, and librarians about the books they recommend. Browse the shelves in the library and 

in bookstores or read reviews online. Choose a fiction or nonfiction book that interests you and that challenges you. 

The possibilities are nearly endless. Our purpose is to encourage you to find an enjoyable summer read. Have a great 

summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=56d8d780-1be6-537c-8560-70504fa71fce&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=f8319616-437a-5000-ac7d-fb9bbf29513d&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=f229f3e2-d0e1-5f16-9d49-2a1e4eaeee3f&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=3a4c0a50-2136-5233-84cd-4df5acc40bfc&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=f99ca5d6-5b41-5d00-b1f3-6f1f6dbc807c&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=60855a22-05f8-5a00-80bc-02436a057087&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search?query=Furia%20&searchType=everything&pageSize=40
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=b467e877-0395-5ac3-9fd6-4786abf6faab&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=3e04498e-d660-5e03-88a5-838aa6704460&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=08d01e88-4968-540c-97a2-625358533f2d&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search?query=How%20Lucky%20leitch&searchType=everything&pageSize=40
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=10f8be30-afcd-5967-91c5-7ab251bdbe7f&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=10f8be30-afcd-5967-91c5-7ab251bdbe7f&entityType=FormatGroup


 

 

Book Suggestion Descriptions 

Vinyl Moon by Mahogany L. Browne 

Mahogany L Browne, friend of Stamford High School and long-time poetry slam host, explores the 
experiences of a teen girl who, hiding the scars of a past relationship, finds home and healing in the 
words of strong Black writers. Words have the power to uplift our world even in the midst of pain. 

 
 

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 

In 1922, Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, and is 
sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an 
indomitable man, has never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic room while some of the 
most tumultuous decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. Unexpectedly, his 
reduced circumstances provide him entry into a much larger world of emotional discovery. 

 
 

Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley 

As a biracial, unenrolled tribal member and the product of a scandal, Daunis Fontaine has never quite fit 
in—both in her hometown and on the nearby Ojibwe reservation. When her family is struck by tragedy, 
Daunis puts her dreams on hold to care for her fragile mother. The only bright spot is meeting Jamie, the 
charming new recruit on her brother’s hockey team. After Daunis witnesses a shocking murder that 
thrusts her into a criminal investigation, she agrees to go undercover. But the deceptions—and deaths—
keep piling up and soon the threat strikes too close to home. How far will she go to protect her 
community if it means tearing apart the only world she’s ever known? Printz Award Winner 2022. 

 
 

Light from Uncommon Stars by Ryka Aoki 

Shizuka Satomi made a deal with the devil: to escape damnation, she must entice seven other violin 
prodigies to trade their souls for success. She has already delivered six.When Katrina Nguyen, a young 
transgender runaway, catches Shizuka's ear with her wild talent, Shizuka can almost feel the curse lifting. 
She's found her final candidate. But in a donut shop off a bustling highway in the San Gabriel Valley, 
Shizuka meets Lan Tran, retired starship captain, interstellar refugee, and mother of four. Shizuka doesn't 
have time for crushes or coffee dates, what with her very soul on the line, but Lan's kind smile and eyes 
like stars might just redefine a soul's worth. And maybe something as small as a warm donut is powerful 
enough to break a curse as vast as the California coastline. As the lives of these three women become 
entangled by chance and fate, a story of magic, identity, curses, and hope begins, and a family worth 
crossing the universe for is found. Alexa Award Winner 2022. 

 
 

Revolution in Our Time: The Black Panther Party’s Promise to the People by Kekla 
Magoon 

In this comprehensive, inspiring, and all-too-relevant history of the Black Panther Party, Kekla Magoon 
introduces readers to the Panthers’ community activism, grounded in the concept of self-defense, which 
taught Black Americans how to protect and support themselves in a country that treated them like 
second-class citizens. For too long the Panthers’ story has been a footnote to the Civil Rights Movement 
rather than what it was: a revolutionary socialist movement that drew thousands of members—mostly 
women—and became the target of one of the most sustained repression efforts ever made by the U.S. 
government against its own citizens. Revolution in Our Time puts the Panthers in the proper context of 
Black American history, from the first arrival of enslaved people to the Black Lives Matter movement of 
today. Kekla Magoon’s eye-opening work invites a new generation of readers grappling with injustices in 
the United States to learn from the Panthers’ history and courage, inspiring them to take their own place 
in the ongoing fight for justice. Printz Honor Book 2022. 

https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=56d8d780-1be6-537c-8560-70504fa71fce&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=f8319616-437a-5000-ac7d-fb9bbf29513d&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=f229f3e2-d0e1-5f16-9d49-2a1e4eaeee3f&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=3a4c0a50-2136-5233-84cd-4df5acc40bfc&entityType=FormatGroup
https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=f99ca5d6-5b41-5d00-b1f3-6f1f6dbc807c&entityType=FormatGroup


 

 

In the Wild Light by Jeff Zentner 

Life in a small Appalachian town is not easy. Cash lost his mother to an opioid addiction and his Papaw is 
dying slowly from emphysema. Dodging drug dealers and watching out for his best friend, Delaney, is 
second nature. He’s been spending his summer mowing lawns while she works at Dairy Queen. But 
when Delaney manages to secure both of them full rides to an elite prep school in Connecticut, Cash will 
have to grapple with his need to protect and love Delaney, and his love for the grandparents who saved 
him, and the town he would have to leave behind. Amelia Elizabeth Walden Award 2022. 

 
 

Furia by Yamile Saied Mendez 

In Rosario, Argentina, Camila Hassan lives a double life. At home, she is a careful daughter, living within 
her mother’s narrow expectations, in her rising-soccer-star brother’s shadow, and under the abusive rule 
of her short-tempered father. On the field, she is La Furia, a powerhouse of skill and talent. When her 
team qualifies for the South American tournament, Camila gets the chance to see just how far those 
talents can take her. In her wildest dreams, she’d get an athletic scholarship to a North American 
university. But the path ahead isn’t easy. Her parents don’t know about her passion. They wouldn’t allow 
a girl to play fútbol—and she needs their permission to go any farther. And the boy she once loved is 
back in town. Since he left, Diego has become an international star, playing in Italy for the renowned 
team Juventus. Camila doesn’t have time to be distracted by her feelings for him. Things aren’t the same 
as when he left: she has her own passions and ambitions now, and La Furia cannot be denied. As her life 
becomes more complicated, Camila is forced to face her secrets and make her way in a world with no 
place for the dreams and ambition of a girl like her. Amelia Elizabeth Walden Award Finalist 2022. 

 
 

We Are Not Free by Traci Chee 

We Are Not Free, is the collective account of a tight-knit group of young Nisei, second-generation 
Japanese American citizens, whose lives are irrevocably changed by the mass U.S. incarcerations of 
World War II. Fourteen teens who have grown up together in Japantown, San Francisco. Fourteen teens 
who form a community and a family, as interconnected as they are conflicted. Fourteen teens whose lives 
are turned upside down when over 100,000 people of Japanese ancestry are removed from their homes 
and forced into desolate incarceration camps. In a world that seems determined to hate them, these 
young Nisei must rally together as racism and injustice threaten to pull them apart. Amelia Elizabeth 
Walden Award Finalist 2022. 

 
 

Concrete Rose by Anglie Thomas 

If there’s one thing seventeen-year-old Maverick Carter knows, it’s that a real man takes care of his 
family. As the son of a former gang legend, Mav does that the only way he knows how: dealing for the 
King Lords. With this money he can help his mom, who works two jobs while his dad’s in prison. Printz 
Honor Book 2022. 

 
 

Library of the Dead by T.L. Huchu 

When a child goes missing in Edinburgh's darkest streets, young Ropa investigates. She'll need to call on 
Zimbabwean magic as well as her Scottish pragmatism to hunt down clues. But as shadows lengthen, 
will the hunter become the hunted? When ghosts talk, she will listen...Ropa dropped out of school to 
become a ghostalker. Now she speaks to Edinburgh's dead, carrying messages to the living. A girl's gotta 
earn a living, and it seems harmless enough. Until, that is, the dead whisper that someone's bewitching 
children--leaving them husks, empty of joy and life. It's on Ropa's patch, so she feels honor-bound to 
investigate. But what she learns will change her world. She'll dice with death (not part of her life plan...), 
discovering an occult library and a taste for hidden magic. She'll also experience dark times. For 
Edinburgh hides a wealth of secrets, and Ropa's gonna hunt them all down. Alex Award Winner 2022. 

https://ferg.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=60855a22-05f8-5a00-80bc-02436a057087&entityType=FormatGroup
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Winter’s Orbit by Everina Maxwell 

While the Iskat Empire has long dominated the system through treaties and political alliances, several 
planets, including Thea, have begun to chafe under Iskat's rule. When tragedy befalls Imperial Prince 
Taam, his Thean widower, Jainan, is rushed into an arranged marriage with Taam's cousin, the 
disreputable Kiem, in a bid to keep the rising hostilities between the two worlds under control.But when it 
comes to light that Prince Taam's death may not have been an accident, and that Jainan himself may be 
a suspect, the unlikely pair must overcome their misgivings and learn to trust one another as they 
navigate the perils of the Iskat court, try to solve a murder, and prevent an interplanetary war... all while 
dealing with their growing feelings for each other. Alex Award Winner 2022. 

 
 

How Lucky by Will Leitch 

Daniel leads a rich life in the university town of Athens, Georgia. He's got a couple close friends, a steady 
paycheck working for a regional airline, and of course, for a few glorious days each fall, college football 
tailgates. He considers himself to be a mostly lucky guy--despite the fact that he's suffered from a 
debilitating disease since he was a small child, one that has left him unable to speak or to move without a 
wheelchair. Largely confined to his home, Daniel spends the hours he's not online communicating with 
irate air travelers observing his neighborhood from his front porch. One young woman passes by so 
frequently that spotting her out the window has almost become part of his daily routine. Until the day he's 
almost sure he sees her being kidnapped. Alex Award Winner 2022. 
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